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STUDY FOR MURAL DECORATION— ART 
By Oliver Dennett Grover 



GLEANINGS FROM AMERICAN ART CENTERS 



The permanent collections of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts have received the following additions through purchase: Oil-paint- 
ings — "Portrait of the Late John S. Phillips," by Mary Wyman Wallace; 
"Hillside Farm," by Edward W. Redfield; " Oil Fields," by Charles Mel- 
ville Dewey. Sculpture — Bust of John Paul Jones, by Jean Antoine 
Houdon (cast in bronze from the original owned by the Academy); Por- 
trait Bust of the Artist, by William Rush (cast in bronze from the original 
owned by the Academy); Portrait Bust of Judge Joseph Hopkinson, by 
Shobal Vail Clevenger (cast in bronze from the original owned by the 
Academy, and presented by Messers. Bureau Brothers); "Man-Club," 
life-sized figure by Alexander Stirling Calder, purchased by the Academy 
and cast in bronze; "Sailing in the Mist," oil-painting by John H. Twacht- 
man. A portrait of the late Henry C. Whipple, oil-painting by Felix Mos- 
chales,was presented by Mrs. Mary Ellis Robins; " Brittany Pines," a mural 
decoration by Florence Este, for the Academy lecture-room, was presented 
by the artist; "The Birth of Jacob and Esau," original sketch by Ben- 
famin West, was bequeathed by Thomas C. Potter, M. D. 
J> George A. Hearn, who recently gave the Metropolitian Museum of Art 
$100,000 and a collection of 24 paintings, has increased the money gift of 
$150,000, and the collection of pictures to 51, in addition to which he has 
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offered the museum its choice of a dozen American paintings from his own 
collection. Four valuable paintings have been given to the museum by 
William T. Blodgett and Miss Eleanor Blodgett as a memorial to their 
father, the late William T. Blodgett, one of the founders of the museum. 
The most striking is Romney's portrait of Mrs. Fitzherbert, the favorite of 
King George IV of England. The other three are a portrait of Gains- 
borough, painted by himself; a typical Constable landscape; and a por- 
trait of Mrs. Baldwin by Sir Joshua Reynolds. J. Pierpont Morgan has 
given to the museum, within the last month or so, a priceless collection of 
ancient Greek coins, numbering about 1,000, and an equally valuable col- 
lection of Egyptian scarabs, numbering 400. 

<£ J. Pierpont Morgan was re-elected President of the Metropolitan 
Museum, and the remainder of the personnel is : Second Vice-President, 
John Stewart Kennedy; Secretary, Robert W. De Forest; Treasurer, John 
Crosby Brown; and Honorary Librarian, William L. Andrews. 
Jf> Colonel Thomas H. Swope, who, a few years ago, gave to Kansas City 
1,300 acres of land, which is now the most beautiful part of the park and 
boulevard system, and is known as Swope Park, has declared his purpose 
to give to the city a magnificent art gallery, to be known as the Swope 
Gallery of Art, which will cost $450,000. Colonel Swope will also give an 
annuity of $20,000 to the city for the support of the art gallery. The 
structure will be located on the Swope Park roadway, near the entrance 
to Swope Park. 
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Ji, John H. Converse was unanimously elected vice-president of the Acad- 
emy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, at the meeting of the board of directors 
-of that institution. John E. Trask was re-elected manager and secretary, 
and Henry P. Rhoads was appointed assistant to the treasurer and to the 
secretary. No action was taken on the proposition to create a voting 
trust in the interest of a majority of the stockholders to prevent the possi- 
bility of any one person acquiring control of the Academy through purchase 
•of shares. The matter, it was said, has been submitted to counsel for an 
■opinion on the subject. 

c>t At the Salmagundi Club's annual exhibition the first prize of $500, 
layman's prize, was awarded to Glenn Newell for his painting entitled "At 
Break of Day"; the portrait prize to George M. Reevs for a portrait of 
•Colonel Miles Collier; the Evans prize to Warren B. Davis, a figure-piece; 
je three Inness prizes, of equal value, to Paul Cornoyer, Leonard Ocht- 
iiian, and Paul King. The Samuel Shaw Purchase Fund went to Paul 
King, Mr. Shaw taking the picture. 

•«* William T. Walters is now erecting a magnificent building, at Center 
Street and Charles Avenue, in Baltimore costing several hundred thousand 
dollars, for galleries for the Massarenti collection of art works, which so 
narrowly escaped destruction in the Parker Building, New York City. The 
new galleries take in the site and old building in which Mr. Walters's father 
established his fine-rt caollection. The works stored in New York be- 
longed to Father Marcello Massarenti, who died in Rome in October, 
1905. The collection, which consists of nearly one thousand pieces, will 
add greatly to the interest and value of the Walters gallery, and represents 
the history of Italian art from the earliest period. Massarenti brought 
together one thousand canvases, of which about two hundred are said to 
be masterpieces, chiefly of the Venetian and Florentine schools. This 
collection was bought in 1902 for $,1,000,000. A special steamer was 
■chartered bring it to this country, and it is stored in New York, pending 
the completion of the new gallery in Baltimoi e. 

J> Samuel P. Avery has given $500 toward the fund New York is raising 
for the relief of superannuated artists. It is desired to reach the $50,000 
mark as soon as possible, that the income may be available for cases which 
continually are coming before the Artists' Aid and Artists' Fund societies, 
the two benevolent societies having the fund in charge. 
J> At the annual meeting of the New York Historical Society the follow- 
ing officers were elected for the ensuing year to succeed themselves : — 
President, Samuel Hoffman; Vice-presidents, Frederic W. Jackson and 
Francis R. Schell; Foreign Corresponding Secretary, Archer M. Hunting- 
ton; Domestic Corresponding Secretary, George R. Schieffelin, Record- 
ing Secretary, Acosta Nichols; Treasurer, Charles A. Sherman, and Li- 
brarian, Robert H. Kelby. 

J> The Palette and Chisel Club, Chicago, elected the following officers for 
the year: President, August Petrtyl; Vice-president, Robert W.Grafton; 
Secretary, L. O.Griffith; Treasurer, Fred Larson; Librarian, Watkins 
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Williams. The club consists of sixty local painters, illustrators, and 
sculptors, and is primarily a working club, being the oldest art organization 
in the west. A new enterprise which it will undertake is the maintenance 
of a permanent exhibition of paintings in the club rooms, seventh floor, 
Athenaeum building. 

j* To Paul Chalfin, of New York, was awarded the Lazarus scholar- 
ship of the New York National Academy of Design, the highest 
. prize and the greatest honor that an art student in America can win. 
The scholarship is worth $3,000 — $1,000 a year — and is given under the 
conditions that the winner pass thirty two months in art study at home and 
four months in Paris. As $20 a week is about 100 francs, or 100 lire, the win- 
ner can live like an aristocrat — in Paris or Rome. The Lazarus Scholar- 
ship is given every three years, and this is the fourth time it has been award- 
ed. To compete for it, it is necessary, as a preliminary, to submit a sketch 
to a committee of artists duly appointed. The committee this year included 
Edgar M. Ward, Francis C. Jones, George W. Maynard, J. Carroll Beck- 
with, Prof. Hamton, of Columbia College, and Mr. Schwartz, who himself 
won the scholarship six years ago. This committee directed that the 
competing sketch this year should depict a scene in " simple life." 

ART NEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD 

Among the dozen or so art shows recently opened in Paris, none give 
evidence of such originality, vigorous impulse, or talent as the first exhi- 
bition of the International Society of Peinture a I'Eau — of water-colors 
and gouaches — at the Gallery of Modern Artists in the Rue de 
Caumartin. There are only 140 numbers in the catalogue, but this maiden 
effort of the society gives prominence to foreign painters, and marks a 
pleasing and invigorating departure from beaten paths. The features of 
the exhibits are strong individualism and diversity of temperament. 
^Herman C. Bumpus, director of the Museum of Natural History in 
New York, announces May 25th as the date for a convention in that city of 
directors from most of the public museums in this country. It is designed 
that an organization of directors and a uniform plan of museum manage- 
ment shall be the outcome. "Apprehension is expressed by scientific 
workers that the organization is to take on something in the form of a trust, " 
Professor Bumpus was told," and that those who have had trouble with one 
director will be blacklisted by others." "No occasion for panic," he 
replied, "We have no such intention." Professor Bumpus's efforts to 
popularize the place have caused a fear that the standing of the Museum as 
a serious institution will be sacrificed. It is acknowledged that one of its 
functions is to supplement popular education, but it is pointed out that its 
founders looked also to its becoming an agent of sincere and important 



